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Abstract. After an assiduous, but vain research of the holotype of Cantharis fuscipennis (Mulsant, 1862), in 
the present note, I discuss the valid name to be given to the Sicilian population known by that name, which was 
found to be Cantharis rufifrons (Marseul, 1864). The nomenclatural acts here proposed are: Cantharis rufifrons 
(Marseul, 1864) bona species, Telephorus fuscipennis Marseul, 1864 = Cantharis rufifrons (Marseul, 1864) syn. 
nov., Telephorus fuscipennis Mulsant, 1862 nomen dubium, Cantharis fuscipennis var. neptunius Baudi in Ragusa, 
1893 = Cantharis rufifrons (Marseul, 1864) syn. rest., Cantharis fuscipennis v. rufifrons a. ambigua Fiori, 1914 
= Cantharis rufifrons (Marseul, 1864) syn. rest. Other names appear only as nomina nuda: Cantharis fuscipennis 
Dejean, 1821 (already mentioned as nomen nudum in Sherborn 1922-32), Cantharis fuscipennis Dejean, 1833, 
Cantharis fuscipennis Dejean, 1836, Cantharis fuscipennis Herrich-Schäffer, 1840, Cantharis fuscipennis Ghiliani, 
1842, Cantharis fuscipennis Berge, 1847, Telephorus fuscipennis Gaubil, 1849, and Telephorus fuscipennis Gistel, 
1856. 


INTRODUCTION 


Cantharis fuscipennis “Dalmatia”, is cited as nomen nudum in Dejean (1821: page 36; 
1833: page 105; 1836: page 118), in Herrich-Schaffer (1840: 13 “Cantharis fuscipennis 
D.”), in Berge (1847: 133 “Cantharis fuscipennis Dej.”), and Gaubil (1849: 115 “Telephorus 
fuscipennis Dejean Cat., species in Gaubil collection”); given resumed later by Gistel (1856: 
177-178), which also informs us coming from the Peninsula “Haemi” (Balkan) - Thracian 
Mountains and, in particular, from Dalmatia - western border of the Dinaric Alps but with the 
exception of Serbia and Bosnia. The species was probably caught by Dejean himself (1821: 
iv) around 1817, and was subsequently formally described, referring to Cantharis rustica 
Fallén, 1807, by Mulsant (1862: 187, reprint: 243), on a female specimen of Dalmatia from 
the Reiche collection. This specimen (the Holotype) can no longer be traced in any way, 
since the Mulsant collection has been badly preserved during the years, and it has been 
completely destroyed (R. Constantin personal communication), while the Reiche collection 
is divided between Geneva (arrived via Melly collection), where the species in question is 
not present (G. Cuccodoro personal communication), and Paris (the specimens of Reiche 
are now in the Bourgeois collection, Malacodermata section) where there are 5 specimens 
(Figs. 1-3) of Cantharis fuscipennis but all of them coming from Sicily (A. Taghavian-Azari 
personal communication) and therefore, I obviously did not examine the holotype described 
by Mulsant. 
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Cantharis fuscipennis Dejean was finally cited of Sicily: plain of Catania, by Ghiliani 
(1842: 32), and subsequently redescribed by Marseul (1864: 25-26, 15 ın the key) where ın 
the same work, but some lines first (Marseul 1864: 25, 14 ın the key), describes always from 
Sicily, also Telephorus rufifrons (= Cantharis rufifrons), the latter posteriorly considered 
a synonym-variety of C. fuscipennis (e.g. Ragusa 1873: 236; Bertolini 1872-1878: 130; 
Stein & Weise 1877: 99; Heyden et al. 1883: 113, 1891: 214, 1906: 288; Fiori 1914: 1-5; 
Hicker 1925: 499, Luigioni 1929: 604; Porta 1929: 51-52; Delkeskamp 1939: 61, 1977: 81; 
Moscardini 1968: 68-69; Kazantsev & Brancucci 2007: 242). 

Therefore, since the two names C. fuscipennis of Dalmatia and Sicily refer to two 
separate taxa, the error of which was made for the wrong determination due to the similar 
coloration, we have the problem of the valid name to attribute to the Sicilian population 
(ICZN 1999 Article 49.), the discussion of which is the subject of this note. 


MATERIALS AND METHODS 


For the original labels of the Bourgeois collection, only the basic and non-integral data 
are listed here. The other specimens (some without black spots in the pronotum referring to 
“variety” fuscipennis), shown below, are stored in Fabrizio Fanti’s collection at Piazze (SI). 
In brackets I enter the data of difficult interpretation, and still refer to the photo (Fig. 5). 


RESULTS 


Cantharis fuscipennis (Mulsant, 1862) 
(Figs. 1-5) 


Coll. Bourgeois: (pics MNHN Paris, A. Taghavian-Azari) 

5 exx. with specific identification label “T. fuscipennis//Muls.”: of which two specimens 
labelled “Telephorus//fuscipennis .Muls.//Mollip. 187.//Sicilia” with 4 additional cards 
“nigripes//[?icher]//Sicilia//Mannerh:” “Sicilia.” “Ménetr.” “8.” and the other three from: 
"Sicile", “Sicilia”, and collected by “E. Ragusa" from “Monte Madonie” made in 18°74”. 


Cantharis rufifrons (Marseul, 1864) 
(Figs. 1, 6-8) 


Coll. Bourgeois: (pics MNHN Paris, A. Taghavian-Azari) 

2 exx.* with specific identification labels “T. rufifrons//Mars." and “Cantharis//rufifrons?// 
Mars.”: of which one from the collections of “E. Ragusa” “M. R. Belg.” from “Castelbuono 
5 et 6.73”, and one from “Sicilia”. 

*The sample labelled Sicily, which has not been extracted, given its small size, is most likely 
to refer to Cantharis praecox Gené, 1836. 


Other specimens: 1 £, 3 99, Cesaró - Bivio Bronte (ME), 1.v.2014, 731 m, Altadonna 
leg.; 9 exx., Madonie - Carbonara (PA), 22.v.2015, Muscarella leg.; 1 ex., Nebrodi - Capizzi 
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Fig. 1. Overview of specimens of Cantharis fuscipennis 
(Mulsant) and C. rufifrons (Marseul) of the Bourgeois 
collection. 





















Fig. 5. Original label of a 
Cantharis fuscipennis spe- 
cimen of the Bourgeois colle- 
ction. 


Fig. 2. Dorsal view of a Can- 
tharis fuscipennis specimen (8) 
of the Bourgeois collection. 


Fig. 3. Ventral view of a 
Cantharis fuscipennis specimen 
(3) of the Bourgeois collection. 


Fig. 4. Detail of the head and 
pronotum of a specimen of 
Cantharis fuscipennis of the 
Bourgeois collection. 


PT. 
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Va o A” le ër one a m AR 
Fig. 6-8: 6- Dorsal view of a specimen of Cantharis rufifrons of the Bourgeois collection. 7- Ventral view of 
a specimen of Cantharis rufifrons of the Bourgeois collection. 8- Original label of a Cantharis rufifrons of the 
Bourgeois collection. 


25 


(ME), 1.v.2014, 750 m, Altadonna leg.; 1 ex., Ficuzza - Valle Arcera (PA), 12.v.2015, 
Muscarella leg. 


DISCUSSION 


Gemminger & Harold (1869: 1665 and 1671) consider the two species still separate 
(fuscipennis and rufifrons), then considered synonymous by Ragusa (1873: 236) and 
Bertolini (1872-1878: 130). Subsequently Baudi in Ragusa (1893: 38) describes the variety 
neptunius and Fiori (1914: 4-5) the aberration ambigua. Given the loss of the Holotype, it 
is not possible to find out with certainty what kind of Mulsant specimen could be reported. 
Bourgeois (1884-1892: 111) and Ragusa (1893: 37) inform us that with the name fuscipennis 
in the ancient collections, was indicated for mistake, the form immaculicollis of C. fusca 
Linnaeus, 1758 (see also Romano 1849). Moreover, Baudi (1872: 101) synonymized C. 
fuscipennis Dej. of Dalmatia, saying it different from fuscipennis of Mulsant, with the 
Cantharis pellucida (“Thel. pellucidus Fabr."), a nomenclatural act apparently remained 
unknown in subsequent works and catalogues. Company (1863: 658 “Cantharis fuscipennis, 
Dej Dalmatia’) quotes even for the Department of the Pyrenees Orientales in France, while 
personally I have also seen determined as fuscipennis Mulsant some specimens of Cantharis 
livida Linnaeus, 1758. 

Since C. fuscipennis Mulsant is no longer traceable and that the Sicily’s population 
known as “fuscipennis” is clearly another species, well-characterized by aedeagus and 
endemic to the island, and which in all the Italian Peninsula is also vicariated by the similar 
Cantharis paganettii (Flach, 1907) with which it has also been confused in the years (see 
Fanti 2014: 66 and 68-69), I propose to consider as a valid name (as already suggested in 
Fanti 2014: 66) of the Sicilian population itself, Cantharis rufifrons (Marseul, 1864), which 
is the first available name in the literature. 

I did not look for the type of Cantharis rufifrons Marseul (probably still in the Fairmaire 
collection at Paris) but over the years the synonymy between the two species (fuscipennis and 
rufifrons) has never been questioned and in Sicily Cantharis rufifrons cannot be confused 
with other species, with the exception of Cantharis praecox Gené, which is, however, of 
considerably smaller dimensions and has longer antennae and especially differently shaped 
in antennomers II, III and IV. These characters, which are all clearly expressed in the original 
descriptions that Marseul provides of C. rufifrons (Marseul 1864: 25) and C. praecox 
(Marseul 1864: 51). 


NOMENCLATURAL ACTS 


Cantharis rufifrons (Marseul, 1864) bona sp. 

Telephorus rufifrons Marseul, 1864: 25, 14 (in the key). Locus typicus: “Sicile” (Fairmaire). 
= Telephorus fuscipennis Marseul, 1864: 25-26, 15 (key) nec Mulsant, 1862: 187 (243 
reprint) syn. nov. 

[we can regard it as a variety, with head and pronotum red] 
= Cantharis fuscipennis var. nov. neptunius Baudi in Ragusa, 1893: 38 [synonymous in 
Fiori 1914: 3-4]. syn. rest. 
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[variety with black head behind the eyes and pronotum with two longitudinal black lines. 
Identical to rufifrons] 

= Cantharis fuscipennis v. rufifrons a. ambigua Fiori, 1914: 4-5 syn. rest. 

[pronotum without black spots. Identical to fuscipennis | 


Telephorus fuscipennis Mulsant, 1862: 187 (243 reprint) nomen dubium 


Cantharis pellucida Fabricius, 1792 
= Cantharis fuscipennis Baudi, 1872: 101 [nomenclatural act remained unknown] 
[is the “species” of Dejean, described (is however homonym of fuscipennis Mulsant, 
1862) and synonymized by Baudi himself, that write to be different to fuscipennis 
Mulsant)] 
Cantharis fuscipennis Dejean, 1821: 36 nomen nudum (cited as n. n. by Sherborn 1922- 
32: 2590) 

Cantharis fuscipennis Dejean, 1833: 105 nomen nudum 

Cantharis fuscipennis Dejean, 1836: 118 nomen nudum 

Cantharis fuscipennis Herrich-Schaffer, 1840: 13 nomen nudum 

Cantharis fuscipennis Ghiliani, 1842: 32 nomen nudum 

Cantharis fuscipennis Berge, 1847: 133 nomen nudum 

Telephorus fuscipennis Gaubil, 1849: 115 nomen nudum 

Telephorus fuscipennis Gistel, 1856: 178 nomen nudum 


ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS. My greatest thanks goes to: Gianfranco Liberti (Uboldo, Italy), Roberto Antonio 
Pantaleoni (University of Sassari, Italy) and Simona Spaziani (Frosinone, Italy) for their precious help; I also thank: 
Robert Constantin (Saint-L6, France) for information on Mulsant and Reiche collections, and Giulio Cuccodoro 
(MHN of Geneva, Switzerland) and Azadeh Taghavian-Azari (MNHN of Paris, France) for basic information 
or photos on collections stored in their respective Museums. Giovanni Altadonna (Messina, Italy) and Calogero 
Muscarella (Palermo, Italy) have kindly provided material for the study. 


REFERENCES 


BAUDI F. 1872: Europeae et circummediterraneae Faunae Dascillidum et Malacodermatum specierum, quae Comes 
Dejean in suo Catalogo ed. 3* consignavit, ex ejusdem collectione in R. Taurinensi Musaeo asservata, cum 
auctorum hodierne recepta denominatione, collatio. Berliner Entomologische Zeitschrift [1871] 15: 89-130. 

BERGE K. F. W. 1847: Taschenbuch für Käfer- und Schmetterlings-Sammler, oder praktische Anweisung, Käfer 
und Schmetterlinge zu sammeln, zu erziehen, zuzubereiten und aufzubewahren. Nebst einer namentlichen 
Aufzählung der europäischen Gattungen in systematischer Ordnung. Mit instruktiven Abbildungen der 
Fanginstrumente und sonstiger Geräthschaften. Stuttgart: Hoffmann, ix + 360 pp. + 2 pls. 

BERTOLINI S. de 1872-1878: Catalogo sinonimico e topografico dei Coleotteri d’Italia. Tipografia Cenniniana, 
Firenze, 263 pp. [cfr. Malacodermata: pp. 128-137 (1874) e 246 (1878)]. 

BOURGEOIS J. 1884-1892: Cébrionides, Dascillides, Malacodermes, (pp. 1-208). In: FAUVEL C. A. A. (ed.): Faune 
Gallo-Rhenane. Species des Insectes qui habitant la France, la Belgique, la Hollande, le Luxembourg, la 
Prusse Rhenane, le Nassau et le Valais. Tome IV [1884-1894], Coléopteres. Caen: F. Le Blanc-Hardel, 208 pp. 

CoMPANYO L. 1863: Histoire Naturelle du département des Pyrénées-Orientales. Tome Troisième. Perpignan: 
Imprimerie de J.-B. Alzine, 942 pp. 

DEJEAN P. F. M. A. 1821: Catalogue de la collection de Coleopteres de M. le Baron Dejean. Paris: Crevot Libraire, 
vill + 138 + [2] pp. 


21 


DEJEAN P. F. M. A. 1833: Catalogue des Coleopteres de la collection de M. le Comte Dejean. Deuxieme edition 
[Livraisons 1-2]. Paris: Méquignon-Marvis Pere et Fils, 1-176. 

DEJEAN P. F. M. A. 1836: Catalogue des coleopteres de la collection de M. le Comte Dejean. Troisieme edition, 
revue, corrigee et augmentée [Livraisons 1-4]. Paris: Méquignon-Marvis Père et Fils, 1-384. 

DELKESKAMP K. 1939: Pars 165: Cantharidae. In: JUNK W. & SCHENKLING S. (eds): Coleopterorum Catalogus. 
Gravenhage: Dr. W. Junk Verlag für Naturwissenschaften, 357 pp. 

DELKESKAMP K. 1977: Pars 165 (I): Cantharidae - Coleopterorum Catalogus Supplementa. The Hague: Edita a J. 
a. Wilcox. dr. W. Junk bv. Publishers, 485 pp. 

FANTI F. 2014: Catalogo critico delle Cantharidae d’Italia (Insecta, Coleoptera). Memorie della Società 
Entomologica Italiana 91(1-2): 61-132. 

Fiori A. 1914: Le Cantharis di Sicilia confrontate con quelle di altri paesi. Rivista Coleotterologica Italiana 12(1): 
1-18. 

GAUBIL J. 1849: Catalogue synonymique des Coléopteres d'Europe et d Algérie. Paris: Maison Libraire, 296 +1 pp. 

GEMMINGER M. & HAROLD E. F. von 1869: Catalogus Coleopterorum hucusque descriptorum synonymicus et 
systematicus. Tome VI. Rhipidoceridae, Dascillidae, Malacodermidae, Cleridae, Lymexylonidae, Cupesidae, 
Ptinidae, Bostrychidae, Cioidae. Monachii: Sumptu E. H. Gummi, 1869. [cfr. pp. 1626-1684]. 

GHILIANI V. 1842: Insetti di Sicilia determinati dal Sig. F. Ghiliani nel suo viaggio in questa isola anno 1839. 
Catalogus Insectorum Siciliae. Atti dell’Accademia Gioenia di Scienze Naturali di Catania 19: 19-48. 


GISTEL J. N. F. X. 1856: Die Mysterien der europäischen Insectenwelt. Ein geheimer Schlüssel für Sammler 
aller Insecten-Ordnungen und Stände, behufs des Fangs, des Aufenthalts-Orts, der Wohnung, Tag- und 
Jahreszeit u. s. w. oder autoptische Darstellung des Insectenstaats in seinem Zusammenhange zum 
Bestehen des Naturhaushaltes überhaupt und insbesondere in seinem Einflusse auf die phanerogamische 
und cryptogamische Pflanzenbevölkerung Europa s. Zum ersten Male nach fünfundzwanzigjährigen eigenen 
Erfahrungen zusammengestellt und herausgegeben. Kempten: Tobias Dannheimer, xii + 530 + [2] pp. 


HERRICH-SCHÄFFER G. A. W. 1840: Nomenclator entomologicus. Verzeichniss der europäischen Insecten; zur 
Erleichterung des Tauschverkehrs mit Preisen versehen. Zweites Heft. Coleoptera, Orthoptera, Dermatoptera 
und Hymenoptera. Mit 8 lithographirten Tafeln. Regensburg: Friedrich Pustet, viii + 40 [Coleoptera] + 244 
pp. + 8 pls. 

HEYDEN L. VON, REITTER E. & WEISE J. 1883: Catalogus Coleopterorum Europae et Caucasi. Editio Tertia. Berlin, 
Edidit Berolini, 1883, 228 pp. 

HEYDEN L. VON, REITTER E. & WEISE J. 1891: Catalogus Coleopterorum Europae, Caucasi et Armeniae rossicae. 
Caen: Edidit Edmund Reitter, Revue d'Entomologie, 420 pp. 

HEYDEN L. VON, REITTER E. & WEISE J. 1906: Catalogus Coleopterorum Europae, Caucasi et Armeniae Rossicae. 
Editio secunda. Caen: Edidit Edmund Reitter, Revue d'Entomologie, 775 pp. 

HICKER R. 1925: Pars 5. Diversicornia. Malacodermata (pp. 487-578) [497-624]. In: WINKLER A. 1924-32: 
Catalogus Coleopterorum regionis palaearcticae. Wien: Editus ab A. Winkler, 1698 pp. 

ICzN (International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature) 1999: International Code of Zoological Nomenclature, 
Fourth Edition. London: The International Trust for Zoological Nomenclature c/o The Natural History 
Museum, 306 pp. 

KAZANTZEV S. V. & BRANCUCCI M. 2007: Cantharidae, pp. 234—298. In: LOBL I. & SMETANA A. (eds.): Catalogue 
of Palaearctic Coleoptera. Vol. 4, Elateroidea- Derodontoidea- Bostrichoidea- Lymexyloidea- Cleroidea- 
Cucujoidea. Stenstrup: Apollo Books, 935 pp. 

LuIGIONI P. 1929: I Coleotteri d'Italia. Catalogo sinonimico-topografico-bibliografico. Memorie Pontificia 
Accademia delle Scienze Nuovi Lincei (Serie II) 13: 1-1159 [+1]. 

MARSEUL S. A. de 1864: Téléphorides, tribu de la famille des Malacodermes. L Abeille, Mémoires d 'Entomologie 
1: 1-112 (1-108 + 4). 

MOSCARDINI C. 1968: Ricerche sulla fauna appenninica XCVIII. I coleotteri cantaridini della regione appenninica 
(Coleoptera-Cantharidae). Memorie del Museo Civico di Storia Naturale di Verona 16: 49-96. 

MULSANT É. 1862: Mollipennes. Histoire naturelle des Coleopteres de France. Paris: Magnin, Blanchard & Cie., 4 
t 440 pp. + 3 tavv. [16 May 1862 (date of dedication); 1862 (title page); 13 June 1863 (Bibliogr. France 1863) 
/ reissued in: Annales de la Société Linnéenne de Lyon (N. S.) 9: 57-496, Feb 1863 (title page); 15 agosto 1863 
(Bibliogr. France 1863)]. 

PORTA A. 1929: Fauna Coleopterorum Italica. Vol III: Diversicornia. Piacenza: Stabilimento Tipografico 
Piacentino, 466 pp. 





28 


RAGUSA E. 1873: Note sinonimiche. Bullettino della Societa Entomologica Italiana 5: 235-236. 

RAGUSA E. 1893: Catalogo ragionato dei Coleotteri di Sicilia (Cont. ved. N. prec.). // Naturalista Siciliano [1893- 
1894]: 13(3) 37-47. 

ROMANO B. 1849: Coleotteri della Sicilia raccolti e posseduti da Baldassare Romano. Palermo: Tipografia 
Francesco Lao, 28 pp. 

SHERBON C. D. 1922-32: Index animalium sive index nominum quae ab A.D. MDCCLVIII generibus et speciebus 
animalium imposita sunt. Sectio secunda. A Kalendis Ianuariis, MDCCCI usque ad finem Decembris, 
MDCCCL. London: Longsmans, Green & Co. & British Museum (Natural History), cxxxi + 756 pp. 

STEIN J. P. E. F. & WEISE J. 1877: Catalogi Coleopterorum Europae. Editio Secunda. Berolini Libraria Nicolai, 
212 pp. 


Received: 6.11.2017 


Accepted: 10.12.2017 
Printed: 31.3.2018 


29 


30 


